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was to find out family secrets and betray them, to commit
murders and every sort of wickedness, and to gain wealth for him-

self unlawfully. All these crimes, which could be traced to nobody,
filled the people with astonishment. The King, seeing so many
affairs, public and private, exposed, was at first as puzzled as anyonej
till Bramintho's wonderful prosperity and amazing insolence made
hirn suspect that the enchanted ring had become his property. In
order to find out the truth he bribed a stranger just arrived at
Court, one of a nation with whom the King was always1 at war,
and arranged that he was to steal in the night to Bramintho and